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WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

EXTRA OCCASIONAL PAPER DECEMBER 1%3 

Price 6d. 

IN MEMORIAM 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
President of the United States 

t 

Ql\ Friday evening, 22nd November, 1963, the British people were 
if untied by /be news of the assassination of the President of the United 
States. 

On Saturday, November 23rd, tlx Prime Minister attended a Requiem 
Mass in Westminster Cathedral at which thousands were present. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury requested that special prayers of memorial for 
the dead Preside/:/ should be offered in all the churches on the next day f Sunday, 
24 th November. 

At 4 p.m. on Saturday, November 23rd, the B.B.C. asked the Dean of 
Westminster to concent to the televising of the Sendee of Mat tins on the 
next morning 7 he B.B.C. engineers moved into the Abbey and worked 
throughout the night. 

When 10.30 on Sunday morning arrived more than 3,000 people had 
assembled, they were standing all round the Abbey Nave and overflowed 
into the Cloisters. The American Ambassador and Mrs. Bruce and their 
son, the Prime Minister and Lady Douglas-Home, the Leader of Her 
Majesty's Opposition and Mrs. Harold Wilson were present. 

It was in no sense the National Memorial Service for Sir. Kennedy. 
That took place ht St. Paul's Cathedral on the following Sunday. It was 
the customary Sunday morning service , with the addition of a special Com¬ 
memoration. But in the event it was such a spontaneous expression of grief 
at the President's tragic death and such a tribute of regard for him by every 
kind of person, not least the young, that it was thought that many would be 
glad to have some record of it. 

We have therefore printed in this Occasional Paper the two lessons which 
were read, the Commemoration of the departed President spoken by the 
Dean, the Sermon preached by Canon Edward Carpenter , Archdeacon of 
Westminster , and the American Battle Hymn with which the Service was 
concluded. The Lessons were those which were in any case appointed for that 
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Sunday , the next before Advent , and there u f as no need to change 
appropriate were their words . Anthem was changed\ to Byrd's “Justorum 

Animae'\ and was sung after the Dean's words of commemoration and before 
* the prayer for those who mourn. 

The Dean and Chapter issue this Occasional Paper as a token of their 
profound respect for the late President and in spiritual union with those 
millions of every race and creed who mourn his death , in prayer also for tin 
peace of the world and the unity of mankind. 



The Lessons were read by the Reverend Christopher Hildyard, Sacrist 
of Westminster Abbey . 

Ecclesiastes Chapters XI and XII 

/""'AST thy bread upon the waters : for thou shah find it after many 
^ days* Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou 
knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth. If the clouds be full 
of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth : and if the tree fall 
toward the south, or toward the north, in the place where the tree 
falleth, there shall it be. He that observeth the wind shall not sow ; 
and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap. As thou knowest 
not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the 
womb of her that is with child : even so thou knowest not the works 
of God who maketh all. In the morning sow thy seed, and in the eve¬ 
ning withhold not thine hand : for thou knowest not whether shall 
prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good. 
Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold 
the sun : but if a man live many years and rejoice in them all; yet 
let him remember the days of darkness ; for they shall be many. 
All that cometh is vanity. Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth ; 
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the 
ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes : but know thou, 
that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment. There¬ 
fore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from thy flesh : 
for childhood and youth are vanity. 

TJ EMEMBER now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the 
evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, 
I have no pleasure in them ; while the sun, or the light, or the moon, 
or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain : 
in the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong 
men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are 
few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened, and the doors 
shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, 
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he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters 
of musick shall be brought low ; also when they shall be afraid of that 
which is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall 
flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: 
because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the 
streets : or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be 
broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel be 
broken at the cistern. Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was : 
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. Vanity of vanities, 
saith the preacher ; all is vanity. And moreover, because the preacher 
was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good 
heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs. The preacher 
sought to find out acceptable words : and that which was written was 
upright, even words of truth. The words of the wise are as goads, 
and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from 
one shepherd. And further, by these, my son, be admonished : of 
making many books there is no end ; and much study is a weariness 
of the flesh. Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter : Fear God, 
and keep his commandments : for this is the whole duty of man. For 
God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 

The 2nd Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 
Chapter 4, verse 5 to the end 

■pOR we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord ; and our- 
A selves your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency 
of the power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every 
side, yet not distressed ; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 
persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast down, but not destroyed ; always 
bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live 
are always delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of 
Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death 
worketh in us, but life in you. We having the same spirit of faith, 
according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken ; 
we also believe, and therefore speak ; knowing that he which raised 
up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us 
with you. For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace 
might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of 
God. For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man 
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceed- 
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ing and eternal weight of glory ; while we look not at the th 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen : for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal. 


The Commemoration of the Departed spoken by the Dean of Westminster 

I bid you to remember before 
Almighty God 
John Fit 2 gerald Kennedy 

by sudden death taken from his family, from his fellowcountrymcn 
and from the whole world of men and nations, taken from us in the 

fullness of his fame. 

For that fame we thank God 
the giver of all good gifts, 

recalling with gratitude 

the greatness of his statesmanship, 

the firmness but patience of his diplomacy, 

the courage he showed as each new' trial of strength was 
presented to him, 

his wielding of political power w'ith personal sincerity, 

his zeal for peace, 

his care for the poorer nations, 

his stand on civil rights, 

his vision and wisdom, 

his faith in God. 

And from our hearts we are not afraid to say what our hearts have 
told us, that in him greatness was combined with humanity, and that 
we are mourning not only the President of the most powerful nation 
in the world, but the man of 46, boyish in looks, young in heart, 
eager and vigorous in spirit, the fine flower of the post-war generation 
who spoke to youth, the devoted husband, the loving father of two 
small children, serene in the turmoil of public affairs in the happiness 
of his family life. 

Therefore 

with a great multitude of men of goodwill in every part of the world 
we join in commending into the hands of God, as into the hands 
of a faithful Creator and most merciful Saviour 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy. 

Rest eternal grant unto him, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine 
upon him. 








*Let silence now be kept for a space while we hold him in our 
minds and hearts before the God and Father of us all. 

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God. 

We pray for Mrs. Kennedy and the children and for their family. 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies and giver of all comfort; 
Deal graciously, we pray thee, with those who mourn, that casting 
every care on thee, they may know the consolation of thy love : 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Finally, 

let us hear the words of the Apostle Paul: 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain, in the Lord. 

May the souls of the faithful, 
through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. Amen. 


The Sermon was preached by Cation Edu ard Carpenter , Pb. D., 
Archdeacon of Westminster. 

For he looked for a city which hath foundations , whose builder and maker 
is God. Hebrews 11.10. 

T HERE is a story, told I think of Edmund Burke, that he was 
fighting a violent election campaign in Bristol. In the heat 
of the batde, and indeed while he was addressing a public meeting, 
a man threaded his way through the noisy crowd and handed him 
a paper. It told him that his opponent had suddenly died. Burke 
tore up the fragmentary notes of his speech and there was silence. 
Turning to his audience he said quietly: “Gentlemen, what shadows 
wc are and what shadows we pursue.” 

But was Edmund Burke right? And do we meet in such a mood 
today? Is this the final assessment that we ought to make of our 
human affairs? Is the life of man but vanity and vexation, and he 
liimself a passing shadow with no continuing stay? Christian faith 
affirms, calling upon an experience which reflects a providential 
order, that this is not so : that man’s labour is not in vain : that he 
can build a city that has firm foundations. 
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No person, and in a measure we all felt that we knew him, col?* 
ever dare to say of President John Kennedy (to quote Shelley’s 
words) that he was matched with phantoms and keeping an unprofit¬ 
able strife. Even while we are still numbed with horror at the sudden- 
* ness and manner of his passing, we yet recognise and salute in him 
a rounded and a whole man. 

For myself, I must confess that 1 found his vital energy and sheer 
zest for living an exhilaration and a perpetual challenge. Its pace, 
tempo and sparkle were all so delightfully American. His high 
intelligence, applied with almost clinical precision to social and 
political problems, his anxiety to surround himself with experts in 
every field—these have indeed brought a veritable breath of fresh air 
into areas of human life too often a sitting target for the stuffy, the 
amateur, and the inexpert. The White House, under the President 
and his gracious wife, became a centre of cultivation as if the arts 
were an integral part of civilised living. 

And then with intelligence, he had passion—a rare combination — 
and it is passion which moves the world, excites and galvanises 
ordinary men into purposeful action. I think of him in his courageous 
stand for civil rights ; in his conviction that the resources of modern 
technology could and must be used to feed the hungry—and millions 
today are still desperately hungry. I think of him in his deep concern 
to find a homeland for the refugee ; to banish illiteracy; and to 
secure for every man, irrespective of race, creed or colour, the respect 
and the dignity which his common manhood rightly demands. 

Yet in all this high endeavour, John Kennedy was no Eutopian 
dreamer but a supremely contemporary figure, cut and trimmed to 
measure up to the requirements of our modern age. Uncontaminated 
by the cynicism all too common around us, he was not ashamed to 
challenge his own generation with a high and compelling idealism, 
affirming by so doing, that if an ideal is noble and costly enough, 
people will respond. It is the occupational disease of the politician 
to offer bread and circuses while men, waiting to be reborn, have 
a hunger beyond these comodities. John Kennedy’s was the voice 
of the young in heart who never abandon the undying hope that the 
world’s great age will return anew; and that the flux and change 
of history can be directed towards a kingdom. 

But there are many, of course, who see visions and dream dreams. 
Many who glimpse a life for man, more chaste, more ordered, more 
loving. Too often, alas, such men affect to despise the arts necessary 
to acquire power, and prefer to live in their ivory towers, unspotted 
from the world and, as they say with nauseating self-righteousness, 
keeping their hands clean. We may be grateful that President Kennedv 
was not precious in this way. He was prepared, at least to try to 
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...camate his vision, to make it concrete, to bring it down to earth. 
For this purpose, he was not afraid or too scrupulous to seek power ; 
to involve himself up to the neck in the resistant and confused life 
of men in society ; to seek to channel the flow of history; to take, 
as we crudely say, a practical line. He well knew the dangers inherent 
in such an involvement, for power can all too easily corrupt the man 
who wields it; and 1 suppose it is commonplace to say of President 
Kennedy that he had at his disposal more power than has been 
committed to any other human being in the life span of mankind. 
It would have been tragically easy, in the day-to-day judgments and 
consequential estimates which politics demand, to lose sight of the 
end in the often ambiguous means to it: to be preoccupied with the 
strategy rather than with the object of the exercise. But this did not 
happen, and it is a tribute to his greatness and essential humility that 
he did not give way to this most subtle and most insidious of all 
temptations. Thus, though no man was more astute, in some respects 
more tough, he yet worked, in season and out of season, for a United 
Nations which would become an effective instrument for establishing 
the peace of justice and the rule of law: while he never forgot the 
ultimate hope that justice would pass over into charity and equal rights 
into the brotherhood of man. 

So the seeming impossible was brought about. John Kennedy, 
statesman par excellence, a man who saw in politics the art of the 
possible, though lesser men set their sights far too low, John 
Kennedy became an image for free men, a symbol of hope, a rallying 
cry to the more timid, reminding them of what they might be, and 
still may become. He thought of men highly and by thinking this 
way, helped to make the vision come true. 

And now he has gone in the full flood of his powers—a victim of 
that very violence and irrationality which he sought to curb and 
restrain. No one can deny that he has fired the imagination of men in 
a way that will not soon be forgotten ; and we can safely leave it to 
posterity to pay tribute to this tremendous achievement. But it would 
be naively foolish not to recognise here, in his untimely death a great 
tragedy, an expression of that contingency, that ambiguity in human 
affairs, which rebukes our pride, makes nonsense of our too tidy 
systems and reminds us once again that we see through a glass darkly. 
Surely thou art a God that hidest thyself 1 He died with his work 
incomplete and so much that he himself would have wished, and 
others expected him to do, still waiting to be done. 

How does Christian faith address itself to the mood of frustration 
which such sombre reflections provoke? 

The Christian, in spite of much mystery and the seeming obscurity 
which he sees around him, affirms that it is within time and in this 
workaday world that God is working His purpose out and moves 
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men through grace to build His Kingdom—that Kingdom which 
to be an order of fulfilled persons, in which man confronts man in 
deep respect for mutual integrity, and a broken humanity becomes 
one family, where there is neither Jew nor Gentile, Greek nor 
barbarian, bond nor free. In this respect, John Kennedy was 
abundantly right to take a high and vocational view of the science of 
politics, and to see it as directing men towards the good life. To 
strive to build such a kingdom, to be passionately concerned about it, 
to live sacrificiallv to bring it to birth—this is never labour in vain. 
Even though the ideal of a world which is truly one may elude us, 
and violent men corrode it with their aggression and lust for power, 
still the thrust of the good man towards it is of infinite worth. Indeed, 
if the whole universe were to crumble into nothingness this very night, 
it would still have been good and noble that some men expended 
themselves in the pursuit of this goodness and that nobility. 

But the Christian is not content to leave it here—that is with the 
stoical dedication of the virtuous man to that which is most fair and 
lovely, praiseworthy though this devotion must always be. The 
Christian believes, and it is basic to his faith, that the city which 
men painfully build here and now, and the vis of which gives them 
light often in surrounding darkness, this city is roo ?d in the eternity 
of God. Though the movement towards it in time is often a travail 
of the spirit, the path to it rough and uneven, the cost in sacrifice high, 
yet all that men do in this cause is never lost but is sustained and 
cherished in the safe hands of God. These men, dedicated to a King¬ 
dom, thrust a knife through the rib of time into eternity. 

So it is within this double dimension, this seeming tension, that the 
Christian builder lives his life and seeks to incarnate his hope. The 
city which he fights for in time exists entire in the heavens, and it is 
the vision of this final reality, and the quickening experience of 
contemplating it here and now, which encourage and sustain him 
in his present labour. Even his agony God will use where dedication 
refines it. It is not therefore length of days which constitutes the 
measuring rod of human achievement, but the direction towards 
which a man moves, the loyalties that he cultivates. If the city that 
has the foundations is guarded by God, then we can, in sure confidence 
and undismayed, step out boldly towards it. 

It was, I believe, such a deep Christian conviction—though he 
seldom spoke of it publicly—which gave to John Kennedy a perse- 
verence, a realism which was hopeful and optimistic, and a determina¬ 
tion to build well. I think of him now as in that final Kingdom of 
persons over which God in His eternity reigns, and in which the human 
family is to find its home. At a time like this a Christian minister is 
bold to say: “The souls of the righteous are in the Hand of God 
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■d there shall no torment touch them.” We are right to conceive 
of him as still serving that Kingdom : and the respectful gratitude 
that, we feel for a life so well lived will be measured by our own 
passionate and sacrificial self giving to the same cause. The struggle 
is still on and must engage us. 

“For he looked for a city which hath foundations whose builder and maker 
it God” 


The Service ended with the singing of the Hymn : 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord ; 

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of w'rath are stored ; 
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword : 

His Truth is marching on. 

I have seen him in the w r atchfires of a hundred circling camps ; 

They have builded him an altar in the evening dews and damps ; 

I have read his righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps : 

His Day is marching on. 

I have read a fiery gospel, writ in burnished row's of steel: 

“As ye deal with my contemners, so with you my grace shall deal ; 
Let the Hero born of woman crush the serpent with his heel,” 

Since God is marching on. 

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 

He is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat; 

O be swift, my soul, to answer him ; be jubilant, my feet I 
Out God is marching on. 

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 

With a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me ; 

As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free. 

While God is marching on. 

He is coming like the glory of the morning on the wave ; 

He is wisdom to the mighty, he is succour to the brave ; 

So the world shall be his foot-stool, and the soul of time his slave : 
Our God is marching on. 


The Battle Song 


Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, 1819-1910 


Catalogue Reference:prem/11/4582 


Image Reference:! 


© Crown Copyright 






















The National Archives' reference PREM 11/4582 



8*W*1* 
ecetaber 10, 1963 


you for sending m year interesting note on 
the Memorial erviee for President Kennedy (an - reference 
coeubtr 9)* 

I have only one reel comment to make* I see 
interested to see at the bottom of page 1 and top of 
page 2 your reference to the ides of entrusting the 
arrangements to the Foreign Secretary in the first place* 

*e sere naturally glad to be of use on this occasion, sag 
I think perhaps we were of use, as wo have been fairly 
constantly engaged in arranging Manorial orviees on a 
smaller scale and I personally have been engaged, over 
the last seven yeare, in the preparation for a big 
erviee which is likely to cone one day, soon or late* 

But Z would suggest that, eons tl tut tonally, any national 
occasion la bound to be the proc^r concern of the Home 
Office ae to about seven-tenths of its import, as mgsinst 
the foreign Office, whose interest would only be two or 
three-tenthe, even if the object is a foreign personality* 

I feel, therefore, that on a future occasion, it would be 
right perhaps for the »oae Office to take the lead, and we 
will, of course, be glad to give them every help* 

The only minor co-ment la that perhaps in your third 
paragraph you do a little lees than Justice to the !>ean, 
who in principle took the Chair and Bade a notable effort 
to brinu the Chapter to agree to our upsetting their 
normal proceedings* 

The final consent which 1 have already wade, 1 think 
to the Hone Office, ia that perhapa further drilling of 
Caters should be a standard part of the procedure for a 
big occasion of this sort* It la really very difficult 
for young men, some of whoa cannot have had experience, 
to produce a smooth and un consplcuous machinery. 

X aa sending copies of this letter to the recipients 
of yours* 


(Dugsld Msleola) 


ft. I* Mdodoe, ~s*., 
Cabinet Office, 
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BHBB p 

BH COHgl^NYlAI 

wwnri p.vi vraA rvrvf\ 

iiJi.u f UK AwvWiiu/ 

■mil resident Manned/ was assassin tod in the evening {aar tlea) 

WBUj at' ’riday, 22nd Fovenber. The seme evening Mo. 10 issued a ress Jo tic# 

B| to the effect that the -rime 'inis ter had decided thi t a National ervice 

HH of . occamor .tion should he held on a date to ha appointed. 

■1 2. The following ao^tiing I want to Mo. 10 to consider with 

|B Mr. Hewitt wh-1 advice night be given to the TIm Minister «t>out tha 

Wm date for a Memorial fervioa and about tha arrsneananta which should ba 

^H| zude for it. We looked up tha pr see dents for resident . ooeeveit. 

HH These showed that tha 1 ax Cabinet, in pril, 1^45, decided that there 

BBI should be a Meaari 1 Service; considered that it would ba appropriate, 

|g| subject to the Haute Secretary*s further consideration, that it s ho uld be 

HHj held in St. Paul's; and invited the Hone Secretary, in consultation with 

HSB the Foreign Caere tar , to aeks tha neoess.iy srrangaoants. President 

|H rfooeeveit died on 12th /pril and tha Jeaarial Service was held in 

■■ St. caul’s on 17th bpr11, the preparations having been aede with a one 

WHM secrecy, since tha war was still in progress. The Sovereign attended. 

Mr. Hewitt and Z felt that it would not be rteeessaxy for the Cabinet to 
wm hold any special seating <«bout e Henoritl Service for resident Scme^f. 

|H|j thought tb-t the right procedure would be for the Priae Hinister to 

send s minute to the Foreign ecret' iy -skint bin to make rrungenonts 
|H for a Feaori 1 ervico to bo held, probably in >t. Paul's and within * 

WSm wesx, if possible. The idea of holding it as soon as this stauned froa 

|H our feeling that it would be right for the l enorirl Cervioe to teke place 

mm while the aenory of resident Manned/desth was still fresh in the 

WBSm public triad; and ti^e idea of entrusting the arr^ngsoBents to the 

■■ Foreign ieoret&ry in the first pl&oe, rather th n to tee -lone ecrotxigr, 

H| *i- 
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ftMMd rrott our feeling that tlit frjm A^tuaU in 15fc£ wow possibly 
entrusted to tho H mm beo«**e of sir 4ittte trutt*» p w i w l 

interest and expertise in Umbo natters. The tlM ’ luiator -CBordia^jr 
Boot • ninuU to the Foreign Seeretssy, with s eopy to tho How aoroXaxy. 

3* On tho afternoon of .undey, 24tb Kwrenhnr o n est ing «* o*Ilod 

(l^F tho : oreign ffioe) in tho m« , i Court, t« :*snl , e* 8r« iewitt 
attended few 80* 10, nyo o lf ftm tho C-hiaot ffiew and tUrt worn 
represent* tiros of tho Soiled tatoo £ab«*sy, Cammaof 1th ohUw 
fries, ..rorhiohop of C nterbuty, foreign ffioo and !Unwoo of »srli*oat* 
Tho eon wot also there, together with tho aegistrur of :u ' owl's and 
othor «drLeers* It wax decided that, ohbjoot to tho oonoont of tho 
Chapter f v which wi required in clow of tho statutes? obligation to hold 
t public .oreloo on undty ufterneoa), tho tantrlel errlow would ho hold 
at 3*00 P*s* on undey, lot ooonbor* This wot tht d*te jroferrtd ky tho 
Print Plait tor, and tht Seen (oftor scat bttiUUtn) agreed to took tht 
tons oat of tho Chapter, ohioh wot giren tho ooao oral*;* It won «lto 
dooidodi 

(t) that tho serrios should ho toloriood and 
otherwise giroa suitable publicityi 
(h) that carious categories of potplt slwnld ho 
specially incited *nd seats rotwrcod fear 
then, hut that there should ho a f sir 
rant of room for ambers of tho public! 

(o) that s further wetting should ho hold on the 
afternoon of odnoedegr, 27 th acre&ber in 
order to discuss the >11pc ti(W of bloon 
of oo«ts and to issue to rsarosontatires 
of Oopcrtnottto ths neoosesiy amber cf 
tio<ets sad oer labels* 


• 4 * 
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From 


CHEL R. J* A. HORNBY, o.b.e. 
ChiTfinformation Officer 


CHURCH INFORMATION OFFICE 
CHURCH HOUSE 
DEAN’S YARD, SWi 
Abbey 9011 

4th December, 1963 * 



Thank you for your letter of the 3rd December. 

I am sure this is the right course. It is very important, 
so far as press arrangements are concerned, that the 
responsibilities of each department are clearly defined; 
otherwise the press merely become confused and a good deal 
of publicity is lost. The old saying in Fleet Street 
is: "When in doubt, leave out" ! 


I am also very careful always not to infringe on 
the perogatives of those responsible for the press releases 
concerning members of the Royal Family. 

In fact, there was obviously insufficient time last 
week for us to do much co-ordination, although I was in 
touch by ’phone with the Home Office P.R.Q. and, of course, 
Harold Evans. 


I am glad you thought all went well. 

Tours sincerely, 


J.F. Hewitt Esq., 

Prime Minister’s Office, 
10 Downing Street, 
Whitehall, S.W.l. 
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December 3, 1963. 


U, 

We spoke yesterday on the telephone about your 
letter of November 29 for which I am very grateful. 

I think that the National Memorial Service for 
President Kennedy at St. Paul's was a memorable 
occasion and I have heard nothing but good words 
about its organization and presentation. But I think 
there is a lesson for the future to be drawn out of 
our experiences in trying to make all the arrangements 
necessary in so short a space of time. I feel that 
there is something to be said, on a National occasion 
of this kino, for a co-ordinated press release at the 
most opportune point of time. The sort of thing I 
have in mind would cover all the aspects of the event, 
i.e. attendance by Royalty, Ministers, etc., the actual 
programme and timetable, the police arrangements and 
so on. This would involve co-ordination between your 
own office, the Lord Chamberlain's office. No. 1C, the 
Cabinet office, the Hoir.6 office, and the police. I I 

do not think one need attempt to decide at this stage I 
which office would issue the joint press announcement - | 

it would depend on the cirsumstances at the time and 
the need to make the maximum possible impact. 

If you feel that something on these lines would be 
right I will simply keep a note here so that when the 
next occasion arises we, or our successors in office, 
will have guidance as to how to proceed. 


Colonel R.J.A. Hornby, O.B.E. 
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SIR HAROLD EVANS 

Colonel Hornby has 
sent, quite unnecessarily,| 
this long apologia. 

In view or X//, I 
wonder whether, on a 
future National occasion 
of this kind, involving 
Royalty and No. 10, there 
is something to be said 
for a press release to be 
co-ordinated between all 
those concerned? From 
the records it looks as 
though something of that 
kind was done for the 
National memorial Service 
for President Roosevelt. 






December 2. 1965 
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THE TIMES MONDAY DECEMBER 2 1963 



The Duke of Edinburgh. 

St. Pa 





ret and Lord Snowdon in 
sterday. 

’AUL’S HOMAGE TO 
MR. KENNEDY 


ACIOUS AND PATIENT ” 
id around St. Paul’s Cathedral 
ty the people of Britain crowded 
thousands to honour the memory 
dent Kennedy. 

loquent tributes of the leaders of 
tad been spoken, and this was the 
•ute of the people, 
and humble, they came together, 
nothor reminder of the esteem in 
resident Kennedy was held. He 
wn to them all through the press 
ision. 

were more than 3.000 people inside 
dtral, and more than 1.000 waited 
s members of the Royal Family, 
atives of other nations, and mem- 
oth Houses of Parliament arrived. 
>man Catholic Church was 
:d. 

rchbishop of Canterbury, in his 
spoke of President Kennedy as 
o touched something universal in 
n heart. 

ing of him we all see so vividly 
ldmire in a human life, and what 
reat causes we care about. The 
ve to the point of heroism as his 
in wartime showed, youthful 
le age when youthfulness always 
icious when there could be no 
ise, infinitely patient when the 
uch could win conciliation, and 
le with a lovely home and family 
a. >ir ro. 

GREAT CAUSES 

was the man. And the causes 
■y, too, touch the mind and con- 
well as the heart: peace, free- 
service of prosperous nations to 
lere there is poverty and hunger, 
ership of every race in civil 

kc of Edinburgh represented the 
d Princess Margaret and the Earl 
Jn, the Duchess of Gloucester, 
ess Royal. Princess Marina, 
of Kent and Princess Alice, 
>f Athlone were also present. 

.n of St. Paul’s read the bidding. 
>son was read by the Moderator 
lurch of Scotland, the second 
the Canon in residence (Bishop 
Wand;, ihe Bishop of London recited 
prayers and Dr. Ramsey gave the conclud¬ 
ing prayer and blessing. 

The congregation included: — 

. T*}« t-ord Chancellor and Lady Dilhorne. the Prime 
Minuter and Lady Donclas-Homc. the Lord President 
° f .L he „ Couoc i 1 , " nd Mnl Otilntln HogB. the Speaker 
Of the House of Commons and the Hon Lady Hylton- 
Fosier the Lord Pnvy Seal, the United States Amhassa- 
dor and Mrs. Bruce, with members of the Embassy. 
j wafo . of diplomatic missions. Commonwealth Httth 
Commissioners, and other members of the Diplomatic 
Corps, and the.r ladles, the Leader of the Opposition 
and Mn. Wilson, the Leader of the I thcral Party and 
Mrs. Grtmond. the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs and Mrs. Butler, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 

K ni Mrs. Maudllnc. the Secretary of State for the 
owe Department and Dame Barbara Brooke, with 
other members of the Government. 

Lady Churchill (representing Sir Winston Churchill), 
Earl and Countess Attlee, Viscount Eden 'representing 
thr Earl of Avon). Mr. Harold and Lady Dorothy 
Macmillan. Mr. Randolph Churchill, many member* of 
***** Houses of Parliament, the Lord Mayor of London, 
aldermen, shartffs. and high officers of the Corporation 
of the City of London, the chairman or London County 
Council, the Mayor and Mayoress of Westminster and 
mayors of metropolitan boroughs, heads of Government 
departments. Chief* of Staff, and other Service repre- 
aentauve*. the Commiadoner of the Metropolitan Police 
representative* of the Free Churches and fc-rcign 
Chtirche* and American Service chaplains in England. 

Lord Gladwyn trepresenting Atlantic Treaty Associa¬ 
tion!. Lord Evershed trepresenting the Pilgrunsi. repre¬ 
sentatives of offtciul bodies, and members of British. 
Canadian. AroctK.ui. and other societies and Organlxa- 

"FIRMNESS WITH 
GENTLENESS " 

ITie Queen, with Queen Elizabeth the 
Queen Mother, heard a tribute to President 
Kennedy by the Dean of Windsor, ihe 
Very Rev. R. W. Woods, at a memorial 
service in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor 
Castle, yestenday. Among the congrega¬ 
tion of 900 were about 350 United States 
Service men and their wives. The British 
Services were represented by members of 
the Household Brigade. 

Mr. Woods spoke of the President’s three 
great qualities—vision, firmness with gentle¬ 
ness, and identification—and described 
his death as “in a way similar to Moses", 
for he was “snatched from the scene ot 
human pilgrimage and denied a part in 
going forward 

The hyms included “ Mine eyes have seen 
the glory of the coming of the Lord ” and 
at the end of the service the United States 
National Anthem was played before “ God 
Save the Queen ”, 

Afterwards members of the American 
services were invited by the Queen to tour 
the state apartments of the castle. 

The American Ambassador attended a 
memorial service for President Kennedy 
held yesterday in the West London Syna¬ 
gogue, Upper Berkeley Street, at which 
Rabbi Dr. W. Van der Zyl officiated, 
assisted by the Rev. S. D. Kamens (Jewish 
chaplain to all the United States Forces in 
the United Kingdom*. Rabbi Michael 
Elton, and Rabbi Leo Abrami. 

The American Ambassador and the 
Israel Ambassador were present at a 
memorial servioe hdd on Saturday in the 
Marble Arch Synagogue. The Chief Rabbi 
gave an address. 
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December 1, 1963. 

My dear Dean, 

I would like you to know that ray wife and 
I were groatly Impressed by the Memorial Service 
Dor President Kennedy this afternoon. It was 
a most moving occasion, and a wonderful tribute 
to him. 

I would like to thank you and your colleagues 
for all the splendid organisation which produced 
so excellent a result. 

Yours sincerely, 

ALSO DOUGLAS-HOME 


The Very Reverend The Lean of St. Paul’s. 

■ 

ImL , 
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PRIME MINISTER 


I 

You may like to send a letter to the Dean I 

of St. Pauls about the Service this afternoon. I 

I attach a draft for your signature if you I 

approve. I 

J ftf. I 

» IBB1 

* ms 
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THE ARRIVAL 




At 2.35 o clock the Dean and Chapter with the Bishop of London and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury shall Leave the Dean's aisle and proceed to the West door 
of the Cathedral. 


At 2.40 o'clock the Aldermen and High Officers of the City of London shall arrive 
at the South door and be escorted to their seats in Quire. 




At 2.40 o'clock the American Ambassador and his family shall arrive at the West 


door of the Cathedral. They shall be received by the Dean and Chapter, the Bishop 
of London and the Archbishop of Canterbury, and then conducted to their seats 
under the Dome. 


At 2.45 o'clock the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs shall arrive at the West door and 


be received. The Sheriffs shall then be conducted to their seats in Quire. 


At 2.45 o'clock the Representatives of the Free Churches, the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Foreign Churches shall leave the Minor Canons' aisle and move to 
their seats in Quire. 


At 2.50 o'clock their Royal Highnesses Princess Marina of Kent and Princess Alice 
of Athlone shall arrive at the Cathedral and be received. 


At 2.50 o'clock their Royal Highnesses the Princess Royal and the Duchess of 
Gloucester shall arrive at the Cathedral and be received. 


At 2.50 o'clock the Cathedral procession shall leave the Dean's aisle and move 
into Quire. 

At 2.52 o'clock Her Royal Highness the Princess Margaret with the Earl of Snowdon 


shall arrive at the Cathedral and be received. 

At 2.55 o'clock His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh ,, representing 
Her Majesty The Queen, shall arrive at the Cathedral. His Royal Highness shall be 
greeted at the foot of the steps by the Lord Mayor and at the West door by the 
Dean and Chapter, the Bishop of London and the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Then the Dean and Chapter with the Bishop of London and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury shall conduct the Duke of Edinburgh and the other members of the 
Royal Family to their seats under the Dome. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 





When all are assembled, the Choir shall sing 

THE SENTENCE 

T AM the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord : he that bclieveth in me, though 
* he were dead, yet shall he live : and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die. 

St. John xi. 25, 26 
Set by William Croft 


Then, all still standing , the Dean shall read 

THE BIDDING 

r> ELOVED in Christ: We are met together in this historic church to commemorate 
^ a great man, to thank God for all that he was and was able to do in the struggle 
for peace between nations and races, to commend his soul to God, and to pray for 
those who are bereaved by his sudden and cruel death. 

Here we are surrounded by memorials of co-operation between our people and 
the people of the United States of America. Here is kept the Roll of Honour of 
the names of all members of United States forces based on Britain who fell in the 
last war. 

Once again Britain mourns w'ith America and shares her sorrow, once again 
Britain honours with America sacrifice for the future of mankind. 

We will pray that the spirit of unity between our nations may continually 
grow, and that we may always be united in loyalty to the great cause of freedom 
and peace. 
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Then the Minor Canon shall sing 


O Ijord, open thou our lips. 

Answer . And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. [Responses. Tallis 


Priest. O God, make speed to save us. 
Answer. O Lord, make haste to help us. 


Priest. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 


Answer. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world 
without end. Amen. 


Priest. Praise ye the Lord. 

Answer. The Lord’s Name be praised. 


Then shall he sung by all 



HYMN 263 (A.M.R.) 


npHY Kingdom come! on bended knee 
The passing ages pray; 

And faithful souls have yearned to see 
On earth that Kingdom’s day : 

But the slow r watches of the night 
Not less to God belong; 

And for the everlasting right 
The silent stars are strong. 

And lo. already on the hills 
The flags of dawn appear; 

Gird up your loins, ye prophet souls, 
Proclaim the day is near: 


mm 
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The day in whose clear-shining light 
All wrong shall stand revealed, 

When justice shall be throned in might. 

And every hurt be healed; 

When knowledge, hand in hand with peace. 

Shall walk the earth abroad : 

The day of perfect righteousness, 

The promised day of God. 

Words by Frederick Lucian Hosmer Hymns and Sacred Poems 

of Massachusetts (Dublin, 1749) 


Then, all seated, the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
shall read 

THE FIRST LESSON 
Psalm xlvi 

^JOD is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. 

Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, And though the 
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 

Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, Though the mountains shake 
with the swelling thereof. 

There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, The holy 
place of the tabernacles of the most High. 

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and 
that right early. 

The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved : He uttered his voice, the earth 
melted. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Come, behold the works of the Lord, What desolations he hath made in the earth. 

6 
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He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; He breaketh the how, and 
cutteth the spear in sunder; He burneth the chariot in the fire. 

Be still, and know that I am God : I will be exalted among the heathen, I will 
be exalted in the earth. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. 


Then, all still seated, the Choir shall sing 

THE ANTHEM 

E) RAISE to thee. Lord Jesus, who in bitter pain 
* On the Gross did suffer, and for our sin wast slain. 

Thou reign’st with God the Father in Eternity. 

Lead us, erring sinners, unto heav’n and thee. 

Kyrie elcison. 

Christe eleison. 

Kyrie eleison. 

Music by 
Heinrich Schutz 
(1585—1672) 


Then the Canon-in-Residence shall read 

THE SECOND LESSON 
Revelation xxi. 1—7 

AND I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first 
1 * earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy 
city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be 
his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain : for the former things are 
passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. 
And he said unto me, Write : for these words are true and faithful. And he said 

7 


Catalogue Reference:prem/11/4582 


Image Reference:! 


© Crown Copyright 











The National Archives' reference PREM 11/4582 




# 

unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that 
overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 


Then shall all stand to sing 

THE BATTLE-HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC 

M INE eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword : 

His Truth is marching on. 

Glory, glory, Alleluya ! 

Glory, glory, Alleluya ! 

Glory, glory, Alleluya ! 

His Truth is marching on. 

He hath sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 

He is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgement-seat; 

O, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet! 

Our God is marching on. 

Glory, glory, Alleluya ! 

Glory, glory, Alleluya ! 

Glory, glory, Alleluya ! 

Our God is marching on. 

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the Sea; 

With a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me; 

As he died to make men holy, let us die to make men free. 

While God is marching on. 

Glory, glory, Alleluya ! 

Glory, glory, Alleluya ! 

Glory, glory, Alleluya ! 

While God is marching on. 

Words by Tune by 

Julia Ward Howe Thomas Brigham Bishop, 

of Portland, Maine 
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Then follow 



THE PRAYERS 

all devoutly kneeling , the Bishop of London first pronouncing 

The Lord be with you. 

Answer. And with thy spirit. 


All kneel 


Let us pray. 

I,ord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 


/'~\UR Father, which art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name; Thy kingdom come; 
^ Thy will be done; In earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses. As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil. Amen. 


ALMIGHTY God. give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, 
**■ and put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in 
which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the 
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. A men. 


/^v ALMIGHTY God. with whom do live the spirits of just men made perfect, 
^ after they are delivered from their earthly prisons: We commend the soul of 
thy servant JOHN into thy hands, as into the hands of a faithful Creator and most 
merciful Saviour; beseeching thee that it may be precious in thy sight and be 
presented pure and without spot before thee; through the merits of Jesus Christ 
thine only Son our Lord. Amen. 
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y^LMIGHTY God, Father of all mercies and giver of all comfort: Deal graciously, 

we pray thee, with those who mourn, that casting every care on thee, they 

may know the consolation of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

% 

1 


y^LMIGHT Y God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed : Kindle, 
we pray thee, in the hearts of all men the true love of peace; and guide with 
thy pure and peaceable wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; 
that in tranquillity thy kingdom may go forward, till the earth is filled with the 
knowledge of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 




O HEAVENLY Father, who in thy Son Jesus Christ hast given us a true faith 
and a sure hope : Help us, we pray thee, to live as those who believe and 
trust in the Communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins and the resurrection to 
life everlasting, and strengthen this faith and hope in us all the days of our life : 
through the love of thy Son, Jesus Christ our Saviour. A men. 


V. O Saviour of the world, w-ho by thy Cross and precious Blood hast 
redeemed us .* 

R. Save us, and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Ix)rd. 


Then, all standing, shall be sounded from the American Memorial Chapel by 
trumpeters of the Royal Military School of Music: 

TAPS 


A FANFARE of trumpets shall be sounded. 
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Then shall be sung by all 


THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER 


H SAY can you see by the dawn’s early light 
^ What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming. 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight 

O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming ? 
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there; 

Oh say does the star-spangled banner yet wave, 

O’er the land of the free, and the home of the brave? 


Then follows 


Preacher : 


THE SERMON 


The Most Reverend and Right Honourable 
ARTHUR MICHAEL RAMSEY, D.D. 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Primate of All England and Metropolitan. 




The Sermon ended, all shall stand to sing 

HYMN 402 (E.H.) 

T_JE who would valiant be 
* ’Gainst all disaster. 

Let him in constancy 

Follow the Master. 
There’s no discouragement 
Shall make him once relent 
His first avowed intent 
To be a pilgrim. 
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Who so beset him round 

With dismal stories 

Do but themselves confound— 

» His strength the more is. 

1 No foes shall stay his might. 

Though he with giants fight: 

He will make good his right 
To be a pilgrim. 

Since, Lord, thou dost defend 
Us with thy Spirit, 

We know we at the end 
Shall life inherit. 

Then fancies flee away! 

I’ll fear not what men say, 

I’ll labour night and day 
To be a pilgrim. 

Words by John Bunyan English Traditional Melody 

A FANFARE of trumpets shall be sounded. 

Then shall be sung by all 

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

OD save our gracious Queen. 

Long live our noble Queen, 

God save the Queen ! 

Send her victorious. 

Happy and glorious 
Long to reign over us; 

God save the Queen! 

Then, all still standing, the Choir shall sing 

THE GONTAKION 

IVE rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy Saints: where sorrow and pain are 
^ no more; neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

Words translated from the Greek Eieff Melody 

12 
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Then , all kneeling , tAe Archbishop of Canterbury , standing at the High Altar , 
shall say 


Let us pray 

LORD Jesu Christ, Son of the living God, we pray thee to set thy Passion, 
Cross and Death between thy judgement and our souls, now and in the hour 
of our death. Vouchsafe to grant mercy and grace to the living, rest to the dead, 
to thy holy Church peace and concord, and to us sinners everlasting life and glory; 
who with the Father and the Holy Ghost livest and reignest God world without 
end. Amen. 


And the Lord Archbishop shall pronounce 

THE BLESSING 


THE WITHDRAWAL 


The Dean and Chapter with the Bishop of London and the Archbishop of Canterbury 
shall conduct the Duke of Edinburgh and the other members of the Royal Family 
to the West door. 

The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs shall be conducted to the West door. 

The Cathedral Procession shall return to the Dean's aisle. 

The Procession of the Representatives of the English Free Churches , the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Foreign Churches , shall return to the Minor Canons’ aisle. 

The Aldermen and High Officers of the City of London shall return to the South 
door. 

The Dean and Chapter with the Bishop of London and the Archbishop of Canterbury 
shall return to the Dean's vestry by the South aisle. 
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• COLONEL R. J. A. HORNBY, o.b.e. CHURCH HOUSE 

Chief Information Officer DEAN’S YARD, SWi 

Abbe/ 90 it 


29th November, 1963* 


Dear Hewitt, 

in view of the tenor of some of the remarks 
made at the meeting at St. Paul's on Thursday evening 
and reported to me by Major Ward, and our subsequent 
telephone conversation, I thought it might be useful if 
I set out briefly my own responsibilities and those of 
my office on the occasion of the Memorial Service on 
Sunday, and as a guide for future occasions of this nature. 

As Chief Information Officer to the Church Assembly, 
part of my terms of reference are that i should be respon¬ 
sible for all press, radio and television matters directly 
affecting the Archbishop, whether in the way of personal 
interviews, public statements, or when Hi3 Grace attends 
some important event at which there is likely to be 
considerable press and other coverage. 

It is normal, therefore, for me to be consulted 
on such occasions and for me to give such advice as may 
be appropriate, even though the organisation of the press 
may be in other hands. 

In the case of St. Paul's, however, in 1961, the 
Dean and Chapter asked me if I would accept the appointment 
of press adviser to them and for my office to act as the 
main channel of communication for publicity matters; also 
to handle facilities in the cathedral on major occasions. 
After consultation with the Archbishop and the Bishop of 
London, I accepted this appointment. 

On Monday of this week, therefore, the Registrar 
asked me formally to undertake press arrangements for the 
Memorial Service. My responsibilities are, of course, 
limited to what occurs within the cathedral and its precincts, 
and by Tuesday p.m. we had negotiated with the B.B.C., I.T.A. 
and the various newspaper organisations to arrange the 
allotment of seats and camera positions in the cathedral. 

2 /... 
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Hy concern normally is that the coverage is adequate 
and the reports accurate, including, for example, the issue 
of the Archbishop*s sermon and so on. 

My press release issued on 7/ednesday included as 
much information as we then had about those who would be 
present, etc., in order to meet the request from the Foreign 
Office that there should be as much publicity as possible. 

It was produced hurriedly for this purpose, but, of course, 
under normal circumstahces it is not the responsibility of 
1 this office to issue statements concerning the movements of 
the Prime Minister or members of the Royal Family, and 
strictly speaking this information should not have come from 
i my office. 

I supplemented this information by further releases 
to the press, and as you may have noticed, the '’Times”, 

Guardian", "Mail", "Telegraph" and both the evening papers 
yesterday reported the forthcoming service. 

This morning I sent one of my press officers to 
No. 10 to hand over all the information we had, and I under¬ 
stand Sir Harold Evans is making further releases today from 
his office. I hope this will result in further publicity. 

it is important, however, to define the responsibilities 
of the Church Information Office on these occasions and, as^ 
for example at Coventry, all arrangements both from the police 
and press point of view outside the precincts of the cathedral 
must be in the hands of the civic and not the church authorities. 

However, I fully appreciated the points which you 
made in your conversation with me last night, and you can rest 
assured that, notwithstanding what I have said, this office 
will always do all it can to help. On this occasion I think 
we have done as much as could be expected from a small 
organisation, bearing in mind that our over-riding responsibilities 
are with the television and press arrangements in the cathedral, 
to ensure that they are not only adequately covered but also 
fully controlled so as not to interfere with the service. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

J.F. Hewitt Esq., 

The Prime Minister's Office, 

10 Downing Street, 

S.W.i. 


/0l~ f- 
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Guests at Chatsworth 

T>RINCESS MARGARET and 
A Lord Snowdon are to 
stay this weekend at Chats- 
worth, the Duke and Duchess 
of Devonshire's home in 
Derbyshire. But they return 
to London on Sunday to 
attend the memorial service 
few President Kennedy. 
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At the national memorial service for 
President Kennedy, to be held in St. Paul's 
Cathedral at 3 p.m. on Sunday, as well as 
reserved space there will be accommodation 
for a large number of the general public, 
to be admitted without tickets, both in the 
cathedral and at the service in the crypt. 

A memorial service for President 
Kennedy will be held in Bury St Edmunds 
Cathedral next Sunday at 4 p.m. Seats 
will be reserved for official representatives 
of units and organizations if notice of 
numbers is given to the Precentor, Clopton 
Cottage, The Churchyard, Bury St. 
Edmunds. 


1,000 public seats 
for Kennedy service 

The Dean and Chapter of St 
Paul’s Cathedral is making avail* 
able 1,000 unreserved seats for 
members of the public who wish 
to attend the national memorial 
service for President Kennedy in 
St Paul’s on Sunday. 

There will be 400 unreserved 
seats in the crypt, where the 
service will be relayed over a 
dosed circuit television system. 



T nnfl unreserved seats will be 
9 available for the 

national memorial service for 
President Kennedy in St Paul i 
Cathedral London, on Sunday. 


TSH tm • 


$ _ 

, MEMORIAL SERVICE 

The Dean and Chapter of St 
Paul’s Cathedral are providing 
1.000 unreserved seats for members 
of the public attending the national | 
memorial service for President j 
Kennedy in the cathedral on Sun* 

! day. From 400 seats in the crypt. ! 

! the service can be watched on 
j closed circuit television. 
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E.R. 

V 

< 


ujc ^ ' fr?}fc ~ 


NATIONAL MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR PRESIDENT KENNEDY 

The Service will be held in St. Paul's Catheural on Sunday, 
u ;t December at 3 p.m. It will last about 55 minutes. 

The Duke of Edinburgh will repres nt The Queen. The Princess 
garet and Lord Snowdon, The I .*ci£ loyal, the Duchess of Gloucester, 
ncess Marina, Duchess o. en Princess Alice, Countess of Athlone, 

II also be present. 


j* 


The following wil' 

. 3 IDE 

Special Seats 

lows 1 - i 
tows 3 “ 

jw 1L 
.tows 1 


Row lp 


ow. 


Si 


SUvC- cs&ts 


lows 


Row 1 + 


at. .n the Dome, with wives where present:- 




Du 

iy 

ca 

ss f 

iOr. 

t 


inburgh, .'embers of the Royal 

- siting. The Lord Chamberlain, 
and Chapter 

ione rs and other 


s c .overu. iei.t >• . -r 

Staffs r . 

^/v iss.k/iitf 01 re 
Foreign Office 

imc colors of the Cit^ 


, Chiefs of 
»tatives. 


London. 


.e Uni .noassador, Mrs. Bruce and 

son; 3 --c.. n the late President 

(Devonshix'e family) 

Cabinet, Ministers of Cabinet rank not in the 
abinet, the Speaker, Leader of the Opposition, 
Leader of the T,il • r '■ Party. 

Nr. Mac mill ai *. 1 / Lt Dorothy Macmillan, 

Lady Churchill (■ . tandolph Churchill, 

Mr. Montagu-Brow. -ore and Lady Attlee, 

Hr. Nicholas Eden, presenting Lord Avon, 
the Lord Chief Justice, the President of the 
Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division. 
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Rows 5-9 Members of the House of Lords 

Rows 10 - 16 Members of the House of Commons 


4« Behind these and extending into the Nave will be local authority 
representatives and representatives of industry, the Trade Unions and 
other organisations (including many organisations with American 
connections) who have applied for tickets* 

5* 103 seats in the North Transept have been allocated to the United 

States Embassy and Armed Forces, and 85 seats in the South Transept have 
been allocated to the United States Press. 

6. There will be about 1,400 seats on the main floor level of the 
Cathedral unallocated and available to the general public. An 
additional 400 unreserved seat3 will be available in the Crypt where 
the S* .vice will be shown on closed circuit television. Loud speakers 
wi 3, . le outside the Cathedral to whom copies 

of * • t of Sc-rvi-ci; oe p. \ided. 

7 Jrder *>f h - ot, to final approval, will 

o: \ii\h tht -.rs Sentence, to music by 

* 

V,’ Iroft which The Biding wi* ,’ead from the pulpit 

b. >ean 01 ^ . Paul’s. ?ne Versicles anc spore es will be sung 

b_ choix settings j Phomaa "allis. 

8 Before the First Lessor, whi. il" consist oi the reading of 

Pselm 6? b; the Moderate, v the Gene; *1 Assembly of the Church of 
S . , tne congregation 11 sing the hymn "Thy Kingdom come, on 
b -\nee Before the ,econd Lesson, which will be read by 

B., - yJ.W.C. V. r and, Canon in Residence, and which will be taken from 

ti t ->ook of Revelations, Chapter 21, vv 1 - 7> ••• "1 saw a n ® w heaven 
ano a new ear " the choir will sing the anthem "Praise to Thee, 

Lord Jesus" <cnutz. 

9. The serv .il continue with the singing of the hymn "Let 
saints on earth in concert sing", after ‘.-ioi Bishop of London 

(Dr. Robert Stopford) will read prayera roa u <. pulpit. These will 
be followed by "taps" and "reveille", sounded from the American 
Memorial Chapel by trumpeters from the Royal Military School of MUsic, 
Kneller Hall, after which the entire assembly will join in singing 

- 2 - 
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The Battle Hymn of the Republic ••• "Mine eyes have seen the glory 
of the coming of the Lord" ... 

10. The sermon will be pre ched by the Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
inane*, lately © .r this there 11 be another Hymn, "He who would 

val it be " 

11. Before the final prayei nd conclusion, read from the High Altar 

by he Archbishop, there will be t series of fanfa/res, between which 
th' .erican and. ]£n „sh . al anthems will be sung. The service 

wi! end with th' s .acing of e Contakion of the Departed "... give 
re 0 Christ tty servant vith thy Saints" ... to the Kieff 

me ay. 

12 There will be muffl. Is toil before and after the 

St "3. 

13 Publicity 

:he Archbishop of Canterbury -as made available to the Cathedral 
au .r.orities a Press Officer* -m C v o is responsible for 

he all presi and photogi i.phy in the builoing. The Service 

wi bt broadcast on B.B.C. television. Independent re*-vision 
wi record the programme and show it later in the day. The B.B.C. 
wilx also broadca. the v ce or. sound radio at home and overseas. 

14. The B.r.C. ve off* . or-' y • .. Service to the American sound 
networks and in offered a Telstar rei. 4 . t only answer so far 

rec ived (fro ..3.S.) declines the offer of a sounu relay. It is 
provable that the best way of securing coverage in the United States 
is bt offering items for news bulletins on radio and television and 
to t„t press. The B.3.C. will offer a t aavision film, commercially. 
The Central Office of Information will .take a sha* t item for television 
newsreels which will be offered free for use next day in the United 
States. The C.O.I. will also produce an item on the Service on 
radio tape. The Foreign Office are asking for invitations to be sent 
to forty-four United States newspaper representatives in London, and 
their wives. The cinema newsreel companies are being encouraged to 
give the Service full coverage. 

15 . The City Polioe have made all necessary arrangements for 
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tr ic control and car parking. The Home Office is responsible 
i irrangeraents for ushering; other departments concerned rail 
assist by providing ushers. Tht Cathedral authorities have been 
f-sured that they v.ill be reimbursed the additional costs incurred, 
e.on printing and the installation of closed circuit television. 
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■.'fttjjwi. tar ^nnadat, 

I am sorry that the document from the Home Office about 
the Service on Sunday was put into you without any covering 
note. 


You and Lady Douglas-Hotne are expected at St* Paul’s 
Cathedral at 2.3B p.m. If I may I will accompany you to the 
Cathedral. I have arranged for the big car on this occasion. 
We ought to leave No# 10 at 2*20 p.m# 

You will be met at the 'west Boor by the Dean and 
Chapter and will be escorted to your seats in Row 1 under the 
dome, north side, by the Chi9f Usher. 

There are one or two points which you may like to note: 

(a) Tho Devonshires will not after all be attending and it 

now seems unlikely that the Radziwllls will be able 
to come. This means that the United States 
Ambassador and Mrs. Bruce will be the main mourners. 

(b) The order of service has been changed, out I do not 

think I need trouble you with the details. 

(c) The Withdrawal: 

The Dean and Chapter with the Bishop of London and 
the Arch dshop of Canterbury will conduct the Duke 
of Edinburgh and the other members of the Royal 
Family to the West Door. They will be followed by 
the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs. The Cathedral 
procession and the procession of the clergy of other 
denominations will then move off, followed by the 
Aldermen and High Officers of the City of London. 

The Chief Usher will then lead the American 
Ambassador and Mrs. Bruce and you and Lady 
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Douglas-Home down the aisle to the West Door. 

The B.B.C. have given the utmost help throughout this 
exercise and have undertaken to give advance publicity 
both on radio and television. 


r \ 



November 29. 1965 
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NOl'E FOK THE RBCOKD 

National Memorial Service for President Kennedy 

After talking to Sir Harold Evans, Mr. Dugald 
Malcolm, and Mr. Guppy, I spoke this afternoon to Mr. 

Hugh Carleton Greene at the B.B.C. I said that we 
would be grateful if the B.B.C. could give some 
publicity"'to the arrangements made for the service. 

It was not so much a question of "trailing" their 
programmes as of giving the public notice that attendance 
at the service was not confined to the establishment. 
There would in fact be a thousand seats for the public 
and, as he knew, there were arrangements for broad¬ 
casting the service into the Concourse. There would 
also be a distribution of service leaflets to the public 
outside. If it could be put over that this was a 
national service for which arrangements had been made 
to enable people who attended to hear the service and 
take part In it, it would be a help. 

I said that if some sort of gimmick were needed 
the B.B.C. might be able to make something of the fact 
that one of those attending the service on Sunday would 
be Sir Shane Leslie who had also attended the memorial 
service for President McKinley in St. Paul's Cathedral 
in 1901. Mr. Hugh Carleton Greene said that this was 
a useful point and perhaps they might be able to get an 
interview with Sir Shane Leslie. 

Mr. Carleton Greene said that the B.B.C. would 
certainly want to help in any way they could to announce 
in advance the arrangements made for the service. He 
would see that this was done. I suggested that he 
should get in touch with Mr. Dugald Malcolm for detailed 
information. 

I have heard subsequently that the B.3.C. will 
broadcast something tonight and tomorrow. 





November 29. 1965 
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'A 1 


MEMBERS OF THE CABINET. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION . 

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS AND LEADER OF 

THE LIBERAL PARTY 


ROW 1 Prime Minister 

Lady Douglas-Home 
Leader of the Opposition 
Mrs, Harold Wilson 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 

Mrs, R.A. Butler 

Lord President of the Council 

Mrs. Quintin Hogg 

Lord Chancellor 

Lady Dilhome 

The Speaker of the House of Commons 

Lady Hylton-Foster 

Leader of the Liberal Party 

Mrs. J. Grimond 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 

Mrs. Reginald Maudling 

Secretary of State for the Home Department 
Dame Barbare Brooke 

ROW 2 Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relations 

and for the Colonies 
Secretary of State for Industry 
Minister of Defence 
Mrs. Peter Thorneycroft 
Lord Privy Seal 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster 

Minister of Transport 

Mrs. Ernest Marplea 

Minister of Labour 

Mrs. Joseph Godber 

Minister of Housing and Local Government 

Lady Joseph 

Minister of Health 

Mrs. Anthony Barber 

Minister of Public Building and Works 

Mrs. Geoffrey Rippon 

Minister without Portfolio (Mr, Deedes) 

Mrs. ""illiam Deedes 


ROW 3 


Minister without Portfolio (Lord Carrington) 
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•B' 


MINISTERS NOT IN THE CABINET 


ROW 3 Minister of Aviation 
Mrs. Julian Amery 
First Lord of the Admiralty 
Dowager Countess Jellicoe 

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Air 
(representing the Secretary of State for Air) 
Mrs. Julian Ridsdale 

Parliamentary Under—Secretary of State for Par 
(representing the Secretary of State for Ear) 
Minister of State, Board of Trade 
Lady Drumalbyn 

Minister of State for ..elsh Affairs 
Lady Brecon 

Minister of State, Common;.ealth Relations Office 
(Lord Lansdowne) 

Lady Lansdovme 

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
(Mr. Peter Thomas) 

Minister of State, Hone Office 
Lady Derv.ent 


N.B. The Duke and Duchess of Devonshire will be seated 
separately. The Foreign Office are arranging for 
special tickets to be sent to them. 
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•C* 


F0RM2R FRIKE MINISTERS 


ROW i*. Lady Churchill 

(representing Sir Winson Churchill) 

Mr. Randolph Churchill 
Mr. Montague Browne 
Mr. Harold Macmillan 
Lady Dorothy Macmillan 
Lord Attlee 
Lady Attlee 

Mr. Nicholas Eden (representing Lord Avon) 
/J\ r. J.F. Hewitt (No. 10]/ 
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*T>t 


CHIEFS OF STAFF 


ROW 13 Deputy Chief of Defence Staff 

(representing Chief of Defence Staff) 

Lady O'Connor 

Second Sea Lord and Chief of Naval Personnel 
(representing First Sea Lord and Chief of Naval Staif) 
Lady Wright 

Chief of the Imperial General Staff 
Lady Hull 

Chief of the Air Staff 
Commandant General, Royal Marines 


HEADS OF GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 

ROW 13 Sir Laurenoo Helsby 
(Cont'd) Lady Helsby 

Sir Burke Trend 
Sir Harold Caccia 
lady Caccia 

Sir Charles Cunningham 
lady Cunningham 
Sir Henry Hardman 
Lady Hardman 
Dame Evelyn Sharp 

ROW 14 Sir Seville Garner 
Lady Garner 
Sir Herbert Andrew 
Sir Bruce Fraser 
Lady Fraser 
Sir James Dionnett 
Lady Dunnett 
Sir Ronald German 
Lady German 
Sir Richard Powell 
Mr. A.C.W. Drew 
Mrs. Drow 

Sir George Coldstream 
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The enclosed note of the arrangements 
which have been made for this Service has 
been prepared to meet the request that the 
Prime Minister should be informed of the 
position this evening* 
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DILJT 


NATION/L MsaiGRlAL FO 


Dm Ssrrioe will be held la St* Paul's Cathedral on 
Sunday, let Deoenber at 3 P«e> It will last about 
35 minutes* 

2* The Duka of Edinburgh will represent The 
The Prlnoese Margaret and Lord Snowdon, Tin 
the Duchess of Gloucester, Prlnoese Marina, IXtohese of 
Kent and Princess Alice, Countess of Athol one, will also 
be present* 

3* The following will be seated in the Done, with wi 
where present* - 


SOTO SIDI 

1 


Bows 1*2 
Sown 3-U 


12 


The Duke of Edinburgh, Messrs of tbs 
Royal Family, Ladies in Malting, 

The Lord Ghasberlain* 
allocated to the Dean and 
Ambassadors, High Conaissic 
other Conmonwealth represents tires 
Court Officials 

Heads of Govemnent Departments, 

Chiefs of Staffs and other Sex-rice 
representatives, Commissioner of 



16*19 


Polios* 


Councillors of the City of 


London* 


rnmum 


The United States 
Mrs* Bruoe and son, relatives of 
the late President* 


Rowe 1-3 


Row 4 


Cabinet, Ministers of Cabinet 
not in the Cabinet, the Speaker, 
Leader of the Opposition, Leader 
of tiie Liberal Party* 

H-* Maoismsn and Lady Macmillan, 
Lady Churchill and Hr. Randolph 
Churchill, Hr* Montagu Brown, 
Lord and Lady Attlsa, 

/Mr* Nicholas 
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■r* Nicholas Edam* representing 
Lord Avon, the Lord Chief Juatioe, 
the President of the Probate, Dlvoroe 
and Admiralty Division. 

Sons 5*9 Members of the Ha use of Lords 
Roes 10 - 16 Mentors of the House of Coaaoae 

4« Behind these and extending into the Here be 
other looal authority representatives end representatives 
of inlustry, the Trade Unions and other organlsstloM 
(including many organisations with Aaerloan oormecttons) 
nho have applied for tickets* 



5* 105 seats in the North Transept have been alloc ted 

to the United States Kotoaey and Armed Forces, and 
85 seats in the South Transept lave been allooatsd to 

the Uni. ed States Press* 

6 * There will be about 1*400 seats on the min floor 
level of the Cathedral unallocated and available to the j 

general public. An additional 400 unreserved seats *11 
be available in the Crypt Khars the Servioe will be shown 
on closed oiroult television* Loud speakers will rvlay 
the Ssrvios to people outside the Cathedral to whom copies 
of the Order of Servioe will be provided* 

7* The Order of Servioe* which is subject to final 
approval, mill open with the singing of the First Burial 
Sentence, to musio by William Croft* after which The mss < mg 
will be reed from the pulpit by the Dean of St* Paul's* 

Ifce v»r» idea and Beqponses will be sung by the oboir to 
settings by Thomas Tallis* 

8 * Before the First Lesson* which will consist of the 

4b 

reeding of Peels 6? by the Moderator of the General Aasenfcly I 

of the Churoh of Scotland, the congregation will sing the I 

hyan "Tty Kingdom come on bended Knee”* Before* the I 

SeetGd Lea.-on, which will be read by Bishop J*W*C* Ward I 
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Canon in KMidnMi and which will be taken from tha 
Book of Revelations, Chapter 21, n 1 • 7» ••• "I aaiw a 
new heaven and a new earth#" the choir will sing the 
anthen "Praise to Thee Lord Jesus" by Sohuts# 

9m The eervioe will continue with the singing of the 
byua "Let saints on earth in oonoert sing"# after whioh 
tha Bishop of London (fir* Robert Stopford) will read 
prayers froa the pulpit. These will be followed by "taps" 
Mir? "reveille"* sounded from the Amerioan Manorial Chapel 
by truspeters fros the Kcysl 'ilituy Cchool of Multi 
Kneller Hall, after which the entire assembly will loin 
in singing The Battle Itysn of the Republic# •• "Mine *yi- 
seen tbs glory of tbs coming of tbs Lord*##* 

10. The sermon will be preached by -b* Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and iaswd lately after this there will be another 
Hynn, "he wLo would valiant be". 

11. Before the final prayer and conclusion# reed from the 
Hig; Altar by the Archbishop, there will be a aeries of 
fanfares between which the American and Bng lia h national 
anthems will be sung. The eervioe will end with the 

ala ing of the Contaklon of the Departer ... "give rest 
0 Christ, to thy servant with they Saints"... to the 
Kieff melody. 

12# There will be muffled peals of belle both 
and aftsr the Service. 

13. Publicity 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has mad 
the Cathedral authorities a Press Officer froa Church 
who la responsible for handling all press and photography 
in the building* The Servioe will be broadcast on 
B#B.C. television and there la a possibility that it 

be relayed on oomounioatAon satellite for simultaneous 
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n * *. 


transmission la the United States* Independent 
Television will record the programs a 
la the day. The B.B.C. will also broadcast 
on sound radio at hone sad overseas* The 
have alerted the overseas servloe, the 
Information and the eonerelal Reserve 
is believed that the greatest possible 
be given* 
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OM/ a/rvM/ 


JL tJ? 


The Arrival 


At 2.35 o'clock the Dean and Chapter with the Bishop of London 
and the Archbishop of Canterbury shall leave the Dean’s Aisle and 
proceed to the West Door of the cathedral. 

At 2.40 o’clock the Aldermen and High Officers of the City 
of London shall arrive at the South Door and shall be escorted 
to their seats in the Choir. 

At 2.40 o’clock the American Ambassador and his family shall 
arrive at the West Door of the cathedral. They shall be received 
by the Dean and Chapter, the Bishop of London and the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and then conducted to their seats under the Dome. 

At 2.45 o'clock the Lord Mayor and Sheiiffs shall arrive at 
the West Door and shall be received. The Sheriffs shall then be 
conducted to their seats in the Choir. 

At 2.45 o’clock the Representatives of the Free Churches, 
the Roman Catholic Church and the Foreign Churches shal 1 leave 

I 

the Minor Canons* Aisle and move to their seats in the Choir. 

At 2.50 o’clock their Royal Highnesses Princess Marina of 
Kent and Princess Alice of Athlone shall arrive at the Cathedral 
and shall be received. 

At 2.50 o’clock their Royal Highnesses the Princess Royal 
and the Duchess of Gloucester shall arrive at the cathedral and 
shall be received. 

At 2.50 o’clock the Cathedral procession shall leave the 
Dean's Aisle and move to the Choir. 

At 2.52 o'clock Her Royal Highness Margaret with the Earl of 
Snowdon shall arrive at the Cathedral and shall*be* received. 

At 2.55 o’clock His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh, 
representing Her Majesty the Queen, shall arrive at the Cathedral. 
His Royal Highness shall be greeted at the foot of the steps by the 
Lord Mayor and at the West Door by the Dean and Chapter, the Bishop 
of London and the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Then the Dean and Chapter with the Bishop of London and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury shall conduct the Duke of Edinburgh and the 
other members of the Royal Family to their seats under the Dome. 
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The Withdrawal 

The Dean and Chapter with the Dishop of London and the Archbishop 
of Canterbury shall conduct the Duke of Edinburgh and the other 
members of the Royal Family to the West Door. 

The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs shall be conducted to the West Door 
The Cathedral Procession shall return to the Dean's Aisle. 

The Procession of the Representatives of the English Free 
Churches, the Roman Catholic Church and the Foreign Churches shall 
return to the Minor Canons’ Aisle. 

The Aldermen and High Officers of the City of London shall 
return to the South Door. 

L tfSH-Cv boil, vuJrusiC\J<w IT^l fe 

The Dean and Chapter with the Bishop of London and the 

Archbishop of Canterbury shall return to the Dean's Vestry by the 
South Aisle. 
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RR. ARSON 


You, and those to whan J on copying this rainuta, hare 


kindly agrsed to ho on tubir at the lr tion&l Itworial Service for 
President .ennedy, which is to he held in St. Paul's Cathedral at 
3*00 p.m. on Sunder, 1 st mceasbor. 


You mty wioh to here the following additional infar»ition: 

(1) Chief Usher is ! 4r. Ion Roy ot the Hens Qffloe 
(Tel?r»hone To. Tlctarir. 6655* xtenslan 424)* 

(2) The dress for ushers will be srriin* v - ."ess. 

(3) -’horo tIU he a brief meeting for ushers at 

10.30 n.m. on Trl&ay 29th November at the 
Chapel at St. richnel end ft. George in 
Ct. haul's. 


X rn sending s copy of this -inate to ^oodfield and 
aid C; o. 10) and to topsr and Nekton f Cabinet Office). 
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National Memorial Service for President Kennedy 


Following the announcement of the assassination of 
President Kennedy the Dean of Westminster sent a letter 
offering Westminster Abbey for a National Memorial Service. 
After discussing this with Sir Timothy Bligh I got in touch 
by telephone with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Sir Michael 
Adeane, and Sir Burke Trend. There was general agreement 
that an early announcement should be made of the intention 
to hold a National Memorial Service at a date to be announced 
and a notice to that effect was issued to the Press late 
on Friday night. 

On Saturday, November 23 I discussed with the Cabinet 
Office the arrangements to be made for the National Memorial 
Service and subsequently drafted a minute of instruction 
to the Foreign Secretary to make the necessary arrangements 
with the Home Office. The Prime Minister signed this 
minute and it was dispatched on Saturday morning. In the 
afternoon after discussion with the Vice-Marshal of the 
Diplomatic Corps (Mr. Dugald Malcolm) I got in touch with 
the Dean of St. Paul's and arranged a meeting for Sunday 
afternoon at 3.00 p.m. in the Deanery. I also informed 
the Dean of Westminster by telephone that in view of the 
numbers involved and of the fact that St. Paul's contained 
the American Chapel of Remembrance it had been decifed that 
it would be necessary to hold the Memorial Service there. 

The following were invited and attended that meeting. 


L 


Mr. Lewis Jones and an assistant 
Colonel Young 

Mr. D. Stephens and an assistant 
Mr. Robert Beloe 


Mr. MeIndoe 

Mr. Dugald Malcolm and an 

assistant 

Mr. Guppy 


U.S. Embassy 
City Police 
House of Lords 
Lay Secretary to 
the Archbishop 
of Canterbury 
Cabinet Office 

Foreign Office 
Home Office 


The Dean had with him the Registrar, Mr. Floyd Ewin, 
and a minor Canon. 


The meeting discussed first the time and date for the 
Service. There was strong opposition from the Dean and 
Chapter to the idea of a Sunday afternoon Service, based 
on the fact that the Statutes of St. Paul's require certain 
Sunday Services to be held. After considerable argument 
in vdiich the Americans and the City Police joined the Dean 
agreed to do his best to arrange tne Service for Sunday at 
3.00 p.m. (Subsequently, the Dean was able to secure - 
v/ith some difficulty - the agreement of the Chapter to alter 
the time of the statutory Service). Following the 
discussion of the date and time of the Service the broad 
outline of the arrangements was considered. 


Catalogue Reference:prem/11/4582 


Image Reference:! 


© Crown Copyright 















The National Archives' reference PREM 11/4582 


- 2 - 


(a) Seating . 

'The total seating is of the order of 2,800. 

It was agreed that the 1,300 seats in the Dome and Wave 
should he reserved and allocated to the various Departments 
concerned. The Crypt contains a further 400 seats and it 
was agreed that if closed circuit television could be 
arranged seats would be provided in the Crypt. 

(b) Content of Service 

The l)ean and Chapter together with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury would arrange the content of the 
Service bearing in mind the form it took in the case of 
the Memorial Service for President Roosevelt. (It was 
argued then, and subsequently, that the Service should include 
the Battle Hymn of the Republic - which the Dean insisted 
on referring to as John Brown*s Body) TAPS and Reveille. 

The meeting was advised that the Archbishop of Canterbury 
would be willing to make the address. 

(c) Invitations and Allocation of Seats . 

""The Church representatives agreed to bring the 
other denominations, including the American clergy in 
London. The Foreign Office took on responsibility for the 
Diplomatic Corps, and the Cabinet Office for Ministers. 
Arrangements were made for the Clerks of both Houses of 
Parliament to be responsible for the allocation of seats 
to Members of both Houses. The American Embassy 
representatives undertook to deal with the American 
allocation. It was arranged to meet again on Wednesday, 
November 27 to complete the allocation. 

(d) Various other matters were discussed, e.g. 

The representation of Royalty. 

The provision of ushers. 

The question of Services of 
Remembrance in parish churches. 

Muffled peals of bells. 

Provision of sound broadcasting 
in the concourse outside the 
Cathedral. 

The provision of troops. 

Television arrangements. 

Printing of the order of Service. 

Traffic arrangements. 

The initiative for action on all these subjects was 
accepted by the appropriate departments and representatives 
present. 

It was further agreed to meet again at 5.00 p.m. on 
Thursday, November 28 in the Chapter House of St. Paul*s 
to make final arrangements. 




November 27. 1965 . 




Hi 
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The Times : 26.11.63 


% 


ARCHBISHOP TO PREACH IN 

ST. PAUL’S 


The Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Dr. Ramsey, will preach at the national 
memorial service to Mr. Kennedy in 
St. Paul’s Cathedral next Sunday. He 
will be assisted in the service by the 
Dean of St. Paul’s, Dr. Matthews, and 
a former Bishop of London, Dr. Wand. 

Part of the cathedral will be set aside 
for members of the public. It wiJi not be 
necessarv to apply for tickets. It is also 
hoped to have closed-circuit television to 
relay the service to non*ticket holders in 
the crypt. ' , 

United Slates naval staff had services in 
London yesterday. Hundreds of American 
service men and their families attended 
requiem Mass at the United States Air 
Force base chapel at West Ruislip. 
Middlesex. Men from the air base at 
I.akenheath, Suffolk, attended a service at 
the American military cemetery at Cam¬ 
bridge. 
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MR. HEWITT 


The B.B.C. are proposing to televise the whole of the 
Wat ion al Commemoration Service to President Kennedy in Saint 


Paul's Cathedral on Sunday afternoon. They will have cameras 
inside the cathedral and on the steps to show people arriving. 
The service will also be broadcast on sound radio in full. 


Associated Television are taking a feed from the B.B.C. I 
believe they will be showing the film of the service in the 
evening on Sunday. 

Movietone, Pathe News, I.T.N. and the C.O.I. will all have 
cameras in the Cathedral and there will be facilities for still 
photography on a rota basis for Press and photo agencies. 

The B.B.C. are arranging for closed circuit television in 
the crypt and tin sound to be relayed to people outside the 
cathedral on the West steps. There will be 45 Press seats 
allocated inside the cathedral. In addition the whole of the 
American Press corps in Londonjj$more than 50 people) will be the 
guests of the Foreign Office inside the cathedral. 







(J. D. GROVES) 

26th November 1Q6^ . 
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The Commissioner, dity Police, has telephoned to me on a 
double-edged point with which I am in entire agreement. 

2 . The first edge is that if there is to be proper control 
of crowds, it will be of enormous help if the Television and 
press could be moved to give details publicly of v.hat is to 
happen at St. Paul’s Cathedral next Sunday. In particular, 
tlie public should be told that City Police will be making 
traffic diversions and will provide adequate car parking 
space. They should be told that there will be amplification 
of the Service in the St. Paul’s Church Yard which is the 
concourse all round the building (the public may not 
realise that it is not actually a grave-yard) and that 
Service sheets will be provided to assist them to follow 

the Service. Clearly it would be an advantage at the 
same time to have a word about the sort of Service it is, 
about the Royal attendance and the arrangements asked for 
by the Archbishop throughout the country. 

3. The second edge is that the Cathedral Registrar really 
must be moved to produce enough amplification to cover the 
Church-Yard and to produce enough Service sheets. I have 
cleared with the Foreign Office Finance Officer that he, 
together with the Home Office Finance Officer are happy 
about incurring any costs. I am still really worried 
that the Registrar is not thinking on a big enough scale 
and this worry is shared, I know, by Home Office and 
perhaps even the Lord Chamberlain’s Office, as well as the 
City Police. 

be 

4* Do you think the Registrar could possibly/moved to 
produce these necessary facilities for the public (inciden¬ 
tally boy-scouts will be more than happy, under police 
protection, to hand out Service leaflets) and could Sir 
Harold Nvans move the Press and Radio/Television to inform 
the public clearly of what is in view? 



( ). Malcolm) 
November 26 , 1963 


Lr. J. Hewitt 
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By Bag 

Sir P. Dixon 
No c 285 Saving 



November 25, 1963 
CONFIDENTIAL 


R. November 2d, 1963 


Addressed to 


Foreign Office telegram No. 285 Saving 


o£J§£l 

R.F.I. Saving to: Bonn 


UKDel Strasbourg 
UKDel NATO 
UKDel OECD 
Moscow 


Rome 


Brussels 


The Hague 

Luxembourg 

Washington 


French reactions to the Assassination of President 
Kennedy 

For the first time in recent history, on November 23, the 
entire French press from the Communist Humanitd to the right- 
wing Aurore carried identical bamer headlines: ’-'Kennedy 
Assassinated. Only the official Gaullist La Nation gave 
pride of place to the U.N.R. party conference at Nice. 

2. French public and press reactions have gone considerably 
further than French official statement would suggest. It ( 
has not gone unnoticed that General de Gaulle’s declaration 

to the effect that the late President died as a soldier in 
the service of his country contrasted with the expressions of 
personal grief and admiration for the qualities of the dead * ^ 
President from the other heads of the free world. M. Pompidou 
remarked that the free world had "lost one of its most sure 
guides" but, faced with the disappearance of President Kennedy 
the French of all political persuasions share with remarkable 
unanimity the feeling that the non-Oommunist world has lost 
its chief. The pro-Gaullist Par is-Jour (whose front page 
today carries a colour portrait of the President) went so far 1 
as to remark that "the peace of the world, this is to say the J 
peace of us Frenchmen too, rested on his shoulders." 

3. The shock of the Presidents death has undoubtedly brought 
home to a groat many Frenchmen their country’s historic 
solidarity with, and present dependence upon, the 



/United 
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United States. Its immediate effect i.as teen to increase 
hitherto latent misgivings at France’s estrangement from the 
United States on a number of issues* 

4. General de Gaulle may initially have been taken by 
surprise by the strength of this sentiment (his personal 
flag over the Elys3e Palace was not lowered until mid¬ 
morning on November 23, although this has been excused on 
protocol grounds), but he quickly interpreted the mood of the 
country by deciding to attend the funeral in person. This 
decision has been strongly, even vehemently, welcomed in all 
quarters. 

5* Knowing little about President Johnson, toe French press 
is reserving its judgement while expressing fears for the 
future of toe Atlantic Alliance and for East-West relations. 
Only ha Nation quotes with approval David Schoenbrunn’s 
remark that ’’the French Head of State is now toe inheritance 
of toe entire West.” This is not the general sentiment at 
tne moment. 

6. The swift and automatic transfer of power to President 
Johnson has attracted widespread notice. Several comment¬ 
ators have drawn toe moral that a Vice-Presidency should be 
established in France. Jules Romains in Aurore takes a 
rather different stand in stressing tie dangers stemming 
from toe concentration of power in too few hands. 

7. Several papers express toe fear that Oswald’s pro- 
Ccmmunist background may provoke a revulsion which will 
increase East-West tensions. The two pro-Communist papers 
are suggesting that Oswald’s murder was contrived to cover 
up Oswald’s “real" i.e* racist motives for the assassination. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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PRESIDENT KENNEDY 
• LAID TO REST 


KINGS AND SILENT CROWDS 
PAY HOMAGE 


SCREEN OF SECRET SERVICE MEN 
GUARD MR. JOHNSON’S CAR 

From Our Own Correspondent 


WASHINGTON, Nov. 25 

The remains of John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy, thirty-fifth President of the 
United States of America, killed by an 
assassin's bullet, were laid to rest today 
in the Arlington National Cemetery. 

He joined a great company of men 
who had fought and died in every 
American conflict from the Revolu¬ 
tionary War, because he first served his 
country as a junior naval officer in the 
distant Pacific. This was his right as 
a warrior of the Republic, but today’s 
solemnities were unprecedented in 
American presidential history ; from all 
over the globe kings, presidents, and 
representatives of hundreds of millions 
of people came to honour the passing 
of the young man who had won the 
world's most powerful elective office with 
a bare handful of votes and transformed 
it into a great power for peace. 

OBSCURE ORIGINS 

There are, no doubt, other great and 
good men no less anxious for peace, but 
it is the power and the glory of this 
Republic that at this moment in history 
only its President and Commander-in- 
Chief has the required authority. % Mr. 
Kennedy also had the will, and if it was 
first shaped in some obscure Irish town 
it is the further glory of the United 
States that made possible the elevation 
from a Boston tenement to the White 
House. 

The presence of Mr. Mikoyan, First 
Deputy Prime Minister of the Soviet 
Union, and an Armenian of equally 
obscure origins, was a reminder that the 
late President and Commander-in-Chief, 
who controlled the most dreadful 
weapons of destruction, took the first 
purposeful and successful steps towards 
disarmament. The Soviet presence was 
a fitting epitaph. 

If this perhaps crossed the minds of 
some of the great present today, for 
millions of Americans the sorrow and 
despair was more personal. This day, 
November 25, did noi begin anew in 
spite of the evidence of the clocks. All 
through the bitterly cold night a vast 
crowd waited patiently to pay homage 
as the remains lay in the great Rotunda 
of the Capitol. Midnight was meaning* 
less. 

IN THE SHADOWS 

Some time during the night Mrs. 
Kennedy, accompanied by Mr Robert 
Kennedy, the Attorney-General, came 
back once again to pray for her hus¬ 
band. The pride of family did not 
demand of her this time to bring the 
children. Her favourite Kennedy 
brother, who in happier times shielded 
her from the ebullience of the family, 
stood back in the shadows, among them 
the long shadows of the statues of other 
assassinated Presidents, Lincoln and 
Garfield. The slow-moving columns of 
mourners came to a halt. 

When this last personal communion 
was over, she arose, still beautifully 
impressive and dry-eyed, and looked 
wonderingly into the cyds. some blinded 
with tear* and other* merely ctmOU? 
of those waiting people. Then slowly 
and indomitably she walked down the 
steps with her fair-haired brother-in-law. 

CROWDING MEMORIES 

In the cold night air she at first dis¬ 
missed her car and began to walk down 
Pennsylvania Avenue, along which less 
than three years ago she had ridden in 
triumph with her husband after his 
inauguration. Perhaps the memories 
came crowding too much, perhaps the 
uselessness of this last visit became 
apparent; silently the black car came up 
again, surrounded by watchful Secret 
Service agents, and she was gone. 

When dawn came up over the 
Potomac, tens of thousands were still 
waiting outside the Capitol to pay their 
last respects. They had begun to move 
through the Rotunda at about 6,000 an 
hour, but the queue still lengthened; it 
stretched for more than a mile at one 
time, and the pace was doubled. 

At nine o’clock—perhaps soon after 
the President’* son, John, had awakened 
for his third birthday—the great gates 
of the Capitol were closed. There were 
protests, and scuffling, but the police 
soon put an end to the unseemliness. 

SENATE’S SYMPATHY 

The sad ceremonial began today soon 
after 10, on a very cold but brilliantly 
sunny morning. Inside the gleaming 
white Capitol the Senate had met briefly 
to pass a resolution of sympathy for 
Mrs. Kennedy; outside, the reds and 
blues and blacks of the cortege arranged 
themselves on the broad plaza. 

At 10.22 Mrs. Kennedy emerged from 
the White House accompanied by her 
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law, 
her nephews and nieces. The 
seven great black cars made their 
way down the broad expanse 
of Pennsylvania Avenue through silent 
crowds, whose predominantly youthful 
character spoke much about the late 
President. 

Fifteen minutes later Mrs. Kennedy, 
lightly veiled, walked slowly up the huge 
white steps between her husband's 
brothers, Robert and Edward, and into 
the Capitol Rotunda where they knelt 
for a moment, before the great bronze 
casket containing the last earthly 
remains of her husband was carried out 
into the sunshine. Then out again into 
the chill morning air to watch the coffin, 
draped in the Stars and Stripes, borne 
out by nine men of the services. Arms 
presented, and *’ Hail to the Chief ” 
played by the Marine band as the coffin 
came into view. And solemn music as 
it was borne slowly down the stairway 
to the heavy caisson. 

At 10.50 the seven greys moved off— 
a brief pause while the procession 
formed, and then muffled drums and the 
lumbering caisson jolted slowly forward, 
casting its long shadow on the street. 

It was a martial but dignified scene, 
with none of the arrogance of militarism 
The Marine band leading stepped out 
bravely but with sadness in each heart. 


The Stars and Stripes fluttering slightly 
ahead of the caisson, the presidential 
flag behind and a caparisoned horse, 
riderless, prancing. 

Then to the White House where the 
concourse of famous men was waiting. 
Mrs. Kennedy dismounted and, behind 
the caisson, led the most distinguished 
company of dignitaries ever assembled 
in the 187 years of this great Republic, 
come in honour of her young husband. 
She walked briskly, her brothers-in-law 
on either side, the new President behind. 
The representatives of the world 
followed, a phalanx arranged in the 
alphabetical order of their countries. 
The procession moved away to the 
funeral. 

AT THE CATHEDRAL 

At St Matthew’s Cathedral, in the 
heart of Washington, Mrs. Kennedy led 
ber two children up the steps of the 
cathedral, followed by members of the 
family, the President and Mrs. Johnson, 
crowned heads, elected heads of state of 
all races, creeds, and customs. General 
de Gaulle, in uniform, a massive figure; 
Chancellor Erhard of Germany; the 
Emperor Haile Selassie; and the Duke 
of Edinburgh. 

Nine pipers of The Black Watch, the 
regiment which played so recently for 
Mr. Kennedy on the White House lawn, 
led the march part of the way from the 


POTENTATES AND 
PRINCES 

The following royalty and heads of 
state attended the funeral:— 

The Duke of Edinburgh. 

The Emperor of Ethiopia. 

King Baudouin of the Belgians. 

Queen Frederika of the Hellenes. 

Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands. 
Prince Georg of IDenmark. 

Prince Jean of Luxembourg. 

Crown Prince Harald of Norway. 

Prince Bertil of Sweden. 

Prince Moulay Abdullah of Morocco. 
Prince Ghulam Rcza of Iran. 

Princess Beatrix of the Netherlands. 
President de Gaulle of France. 
President Llibke of west Germany. 
President de Valera of Ireland. 

President Zalman Shazar of Israel. 
President Chunghee Pak of South 
Korea. 

President Macapagal of the Philippines. 

The following Prime Ministers were 
present:— 

Dr. Gorbach (Chancellor of Austria). 
Sir Alec Douglas-Home (Britain). 

Mr. Lester Pearson (Canada). 

Prince Norodom Kantol (Cambodia) 
Mr. J. O. Krag (Denmark). 

Dr. Erhard (Chancellor, west Germany). 
Mr. Ikeda (Japan). 

Sir Alexander Bustamante (Jamaica). 
Mr. E. Gerhardsen (Norway). 

Dr. T. Erlandef (Sweden). 

Mr. Indnii (Turkey). 

Mr. Shambolic (Yugoslavia). 

Mr. Anastas '* 

Deputy 

Mr. Khrushchev. 


mbolic, (Y ugoslavia). 

lastas f Mikoyan, Soviet First 

v Prifpe Minister, represented 


White House to the cathedral, lending 
further international flavour to the 
occasion and symbolizing the special 
relationship between Britain and the 
United States. 

Sir David Ormsby-Gore, the British 
Ambassador, had been asked to 
represent Sir Winston and Lady 
Churchill, and Mr. Macmillan was 
represented by the Duke of Devonshire, 
whose brother was married to a sister 
of Mr. Kennedy. 

ADDRESS RE-READ 

Cardinal Cushing of Boston, who was 
to conduct the Low Mass, led the coffin 
up the aisle. It was 12.15. Mr. Luigi 
Vena, who had sung at Mr. Kennedy's 
wedding, had come to sing the “ Ave 
Maria ” at his funeral. The Most Rev. 
P. M. Hannan. Auxiliary Bishop of 
Washington, read passages from the 
scriptures which the late President had 
used in his speeches, and finished by 
reading the entire inaugural address 
delivered in January, 1961. 

The service ended. Cardinal Cushing, 
in his brilliant orange robes, led the 
coffin from the church. Mrs. Kennedy 
led her children out. As the band played 
"Holy God We Praise Thy Name”, 
little John, in a sky blue coat to match his 
sisters, stepped forward for a moment 
and put his hand to his forelock as if 
in salute. And so almost an hour and 
a half after arriving at the cathedral, 
the slow procession moved away on the 
long drive to a grassy slope below the 
old Lee mansion, where President 
Kennedy's grave will look down, for as 
long as this Republic can expect, across 
the Potomac river to the Lincoln 
Memorial and the city he so completely 
dominated for so few brief years. 

LAST FORMAL ACT 

It was the last formal act of the 
tragedy that began in Dallas, Texas, 
three days ago, and after the prayers 
of the burial service there was nothing 
left to be said. The other branches of 
American Government, the Congress 
and the judiciary, had delivered their 
eulogies, and it was left to the armed 
services to provide military honours. 

The American forces are no less 
jealous of their prerogatives than others, 
but generous to the last the main mili¬ 
tary exercise, the reversing of arms, was 
given to a troop of Irish Army cadets 
to perform. Their presence with that 
of the The Black Watch pipers earlier, 
at the specific request of Mrs. Kennedy, 
was perhaps recognition not only of Mr. 
Kennedy's origins but also of the first 
origins of this country. 

The National Cemetery is part of a 
6.000-acre tract granted in 1669 to one, 
Robert Howson, who sold it for six 
hogshead of tobacco. From the mansion 
above the President's grave, built by the 
continued in next column 
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adopted grandson of George Washing¬ 
ton, General Lee resigned from the 
Union army and rode off to command 
the Confederate forces in the war be¬ 
tween the states. With all respect to the 
men who lie here, who gave their lives 
for the republic, an Englishman cannot 
but feel that some of his roots are here. 

In a way, the history of decades was 
there today. The Emperor of Ethiopia, 
who appealed in vain to the League of 
Nations and is now secure in a world 
system that, in the final test, still depends 
upon this republic; the President of 
west Germany and a Prince from Japan, 
whose countries enjoyed a renascence 
because of the generosity of this 
republic; the Duke of Edinburgh and 
the Prime Minister, President de Gaulle, 
the King of the Belgians, the Dutch 
Consort, and others representing the 
most powerful alliance for peace in the 
history of mankind because of the 
leadership provided by this republic. 

The awful power that made all this 
pssible was not much in evidence today, 
ifty fighter aircraft, representing the 
components of the Union, roared over¬ 
head followed by Air Force No. 1. the 
President’s personal aircraft, that took 
him to Vienna for that fateful meeting 
with Mr. Khrushchev, and afterwards 
to London. Paris, Berlin, and Rome in 
pursuit of interdependence. 

AMONG THE OAKS 
But on the ground, among the oaks 
and the dogwoods, in the hard cold light 
of a North American autumn, only the 
bright coloured cloth of ceremonial was 
to be seen ; the Marine band in the once 
hated red coats, the Army special forces 
in green commando berets, the blues of 
the Navy and Air Force. As the caisson 
came slowly up the hill and the men 
of religion, or rather of the many 
religions that have found freedom in this 
land, went down to meet it, the United 
States Air Force bagpipe band played 
a lament—a Negro, wearing the kilt, at 
the big drum. 

Earlier the members of Congress and 
their wives had formed a half circle 
below the grave, and when the foreign 
dignitaries arrived en masse protocol ■ 
broke down. The pomp and circum- I 
stance of most of the earth were caught I 
in a ^rwi the more determined! 

oame to the foret among then, P’rosj-icntT 
de Gaulle and Mr. Mikoyan. 

Mrs. Kennedy, supported by the _ 
Kennedy family, among them the 1 
President’s mother, took up position at | 
the right of the grave with the late I 
President’s personal staff in the rear. | 

21-GUN SALUTE 
Cardinal Cushing, his gaunt voice 
once again a surprise as it issued from 
his medieval face, said the burial service, 
and Mrs. Kennedy and the President’s 
two brothers lit a flame. Then the pall 
bearers removed " Old Glory ” from the 
coffin, a 21-gun salute and three musket 
volleys were fired. Taps (Last Post) 
sounded, and the final formality was 
over. The coffin was left on a chrome 
bter above the grave. 

Throughout the ceremony, President 
Johnson, whose car on arrival was 
screened by trotting Secret Service 
agents, stood sombrely alone. All the 
power and the glory had descended 
suddenly upon him, and now this last 
act had been done for his predecessor, 
he looked lonely and shocked. The 
Secret Service men had their backs to 
him, watching the assembly, their faces 
impassive and some chewing gum. The 
realities of American life were still there. 

At 8 34 p.m. G.M.T. the remains of 
President Kennedy were lowered into 
the grave. Some time in the future an 
appropriate tomb will be raised above 
it. It will not be the memorial that Mr. 
Kennedy would have wanted; he 
wanted to be a great President whose 
name would rank after Washington, 
Jefferson, and Lincoln, and much 
endeavour was cut short by the assassin. 

SEARCH FOR PEACE 
But if his work is completed by his 
successors, especially the search for 
peace abroad and the struggle for civil 
rights at home, history might give him 
that place in American history. Then 
this place, in view of the memorials of 
the great Presidents, will be splendidly 
appropriate. For the time being it is 
among a brave company. 

After the ceremony at Arlington, the 
foreign visitors went to the White House 
to pay their respects to Mrs. Kennedy 
and. later, to the State Department, 
where President Johnson greeted each of 
them individually at a reception. 

Washington. Nov. 25 -Police esti¬ 
mated that some 800,000 people were 
on the route between the Capitol and 
the cathedral.— Reuter. 

World comment, page 10. 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
FLYING HOME 

Washington. Nov. 25—The Duke of 
Edinburgh left Washington tonight 
on board a United States Air Force jet 
for New York on his way back to 
Britain. He was to transfer there to a 
B.O.A.C. flight for London. Mr. Harold 
Wilson and the Duke of Devonshire 
travelled in the same aircraft.— Reuter. 
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MOURNING 
AND SERVICES 

The Lord Chamberlain announced on 
Saturday that Court mourning was 
being observed from last Friday 
for one week because of (he death 
of President Kennedy. 

An official at Buckingham Palace 
said yesterday that it would he 
decided by members of the Royal 
Family themselves today whether 
they would carry out engagements 
already arranged. The probability 
was that few would be affected. 
The announcement of a period of 
court mourning did not necessarily 
mean that engagements must be 
cancelled. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, who is due 
back in London from Washington 
tomorrow morning, had intended 
to attend tomorrow's service of 
dedication of the Royal Military’ 
Chapel at Wellington Barracks. 

A number of memorial services have 
been arranged: - 

King's Weigh House Church, Duke 
Street, Mayfair: U.S. Navy' 1 
Protestant service, 2 p.m. today. 
The American community in 
London will join in the service. 

Farm Slrect Community Church, 
Mayfair: U.S. Navy Roman 

Catholic service, 6 p.m. today. 

Southwark Cathedral: Requiem, 1.10 
p.m. today, celebrated by The 
Bishop of Southwark. 

I .S. _ Air Force Base, West Ruislip, 
Middlesex : United inter-faith ser¬ 
vice, 11 a.m. today, in the U.S. Air 
Force Military Chapel. 

St. Peter’s, Eaton Square, S.W,: 
Requiem, 5 p.m, today, celebrated 
by the United States Episcopal 
Bishop in Europe. 

Westminster Cathedral: 11.30 a.m. 
tomorrow, solemn pontifical Mass 
attended by members of the Dip¬ 
lomatic Corps, members of the 
Government and leaders of the 
armed services. 

Although mourning for the President 
will last 30 days the traditional 
Thanksgiving Day church service 
will take place as arranged at the 
C.S, Navy Chapel in Duke Street, 
Mayfair, next Thursday 


SPECIAL PRAYERS 
AT CHURCHES 

Britain yesterday mourned President 
Kennedy at commemoration services 
throughout the country. 

More than 1.200 people, including the 
Prime Minister and Mr. Wilson, paid their 
tribute at Westminster Abbey. A brief 
silence was observed during the service and 
it ended with the singing of the battle hymn 
of the Republic: “Mine eyes have seen 
the glory of the coming of the Lord ”, 
Every scat was taken and people stood in 
the transepts and the nave. 

Ouecn Elizabeth the Queen Mother, 
accompanied by Lord and Lady Salisbury, 
attended morning service at the parish 
church of Sl Ethcldreda’s, Hatfield, Hert¬ 
fordshire. which was also a service of 
commemoration for President Kennedy. 

At Canterbury Cathedral, special prayers 
were offered at all services, A solemn high 
pontifical Mass was held at Westminster 
Cathedral. 

Preachers in nonconformist chapels and 
clergy in churches in villages and towns in 
Wales paid tribute to the President. 

People again queued throughout the day 
to sign the books of condolences in the 
foyer of the American Embassy in London. 
A Salvation Army band marched to the 
square and played solemn music outside the 
embassy. 
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November 26, 1963 


1 / JI l f ! 

I enclose the carbon of the 
paper in our files about the 
tolling of bells at the (j£id of 
the National Memorial Service 
for President Roosevelt. The 
top copy has a note on it 
stating that the Home Office 
were informed and asked to issue 
the Press Notice and to try 
to arrange for a broadcast of 
the bells of St, Pauls. 


R. J • G 
Home 0 



iy. Esq,, 

co. 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE IN ; 
ST. PAUL’S 

A national memorial service for 
President Kennedy will be held in St. 
Paul's Cathedral at 3 p.m. on Decem¬ 
ber 1. Space will be reserved for 
Ministers of the Crown, high commis¬ 
sioners, ambassadors and members of 
the Diplomatic Corps, members of the 
House of Lords and House of 
Commons, and representatives of 
official bodies. 

Applications for tickets of admission, 
which must be received not later than 
tomorrow evening, should be made in 
writing, with addressed envelope, to the 
Commonwealth Relations Office by 
High Commissioners; to the Foreign 
Office by the Diplomatic Corps; to the 
Clerk of the Parliaments by members 
of the House of Lords ; to the Speaker's 
Office by members of the House of 
Commons; and to the Registrar of St. 
Paul's Cathedral by official bodies. 








l/v 
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Tributes to the late [ 25 NOVEMBER 1963] President Kennedy 


HOUSE OF LORDS 

Monday, 25th November, 1963 

The House, having been called 
together by the Lord Chancellor in 
pursuance of the Resolution of the 12th 
November, met at half past two of the 
clock. The Lord Chancellor on the 
Woolsack. 

Prayers—Read by the Lord Bishop 
of Norwich 

TRIBUTES TO THE LATE 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY 

2.36 p.m. 

The MINISTER WITHOUT PORT¬ 
FOLIO (Lord Carrington): My Lords, 

1 beg to move that an humble Address 
be presented to Her Majesty praying 
Her Majesty to be graciously pleased 
to express to the President of the United 
States of America the shock and deep 
sorrow with which this House has 
learned of the death of President 
Kennedy ; and to convey their sense of 
the loss which this country and the Com¬ 
monwealth have sustained, and their 
profound sympathy with Mrs. Kennedy 
and the family of the late President, and 
with the Government and people of the 
United States of America. 

It so happened that I was motoring 
back home on Friday evening when the 
B.B.C. broadcast the news flash that 
President Kennedy had been shot. At 
that time no-one knew whether or not 
he was alive, and for the next half-hour 
we were left uncertain of the outcome. 
The possibility that President Kennedy 
was still alive focused in my mind what 
would be the consequences of his death, 
and when the news finally came through 
one felt almost a sense of despair that 
a man who had so singularly served his 
country and the Free World should have 
been so cruelly and brutally murdered. 
It is not for us to judge his standing or 
his achievements in his own country. 
It is in the field of foreign affairs and the 
leadership of the West that we can make 
our judgment and pay our tribute. 

My Lords, no doubt you will remem¬ 
ber, as I remember, the very striking 

H.L. 3 A 3 


570 

inaugural address that President 
Kennedy made in January, 1961. 1 

recollect that he used this vivid phrase: 

“ Let us never negotiate out of fear. But 
let us never fear to negotiate." 

And this is the policy he followed bravely 
and consistently in the three short years 
of his presidency. He was faced with 
the most critical problems, the most 
vital of decisions. Upon him depended, 
as upon no other man in the Free World, 
the future of every one of us. He did 
not flinch from taking these decisions, 
nor did he cease from trying to solve 
these problems. During the Cuban crisis 
he showed himself to be firm and wise. 
At the same time he worked con¬ 
tinuously to achieve a world in which 
men, though divided in ideology, could 
live together in peace. The Nuclear 
Test Ban Treaty which came towards 
the end of his life was proof of his deter¬ 
mination and evidence of his success. 

It has rightly been said, my Lords, 
that no man is indispensable. But if 
ever there was a man who, in the 
interests of every one of us, both Com¬ 
munist and non-Communist, should 
have remained at the head of affairs in 
the United States, it was President 
Kennedy. To his wife and family, to 
the Government and to the people of 
the United States, we would all of us 
send our deepest sympathy, and par¬ 
ticularly to Mrs. Kennedy in the frightful 
ordeal which she has had to endure. 
We should, too, my Lords, to-day think 
of the man who has succeeded President 
Kennedy. He can be sure that our 
prayers are with him in the great tasks 
which lie before him. 

President Kennedy, at the age of 46, 
was a young man so far as statesmen 
go. He had many years of useful public 
life and service before him. Perhaps he 
himself felt that what he had done so 
far was only a beginning and that he 
had it in him to achieve greater things. 
But, my Lords, it may well be that in 
the years to come, we shall look back 
and say that the three years of Mr. 
Kennedy’s Presidency were the turning 
point in our relations with the Soviet 
Union and the Communist world, and 
that this man. by his leadership, by his 
example, by his resolution, and by his 
wisdom, was the man perhaps more than 
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